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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) called House                of Representatives action on Friday on the Democratic Patients'                Bill of Rights a significant blow to consumers' hope for real managed                care reform.              

"I am very disappointed in the Republican majority in Congress                for putting the interests of the insurance industry ahead of patients,                doctors and nurses across the country," said Olver.              

On Friday, by a vote of 212 to 217, the House rejected H.R. 3605,                the Patients' Bill of Rights, which was supported by an overwhelming                majority of Democrats, a handful of Republicans, and over 170 organizations,                including the American Medical Association, the American Nurses                Association, and the American Small Business Alliance.&nbsp; A recent                cost estimate by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) found that                the added protections in the legislation would cost the average                consumer on $2 more per month.              

Instead, the Republican majority passed the GOP bill, H.R. 4250,                by a vote of 216 to 210.              

"The Republican bill is a deception," said Olver. "The citizens                of Massachusetts would actually be hurt by it because it overrides                patient protections already provided under Massachusetts state law                -- protections like mammography and cervical cancer screening for                women, blood lead screening for children, bone marrow transplants                for victims of leukemia, and home health care for the aged."              

Olver pointed out that, unlike the Democratic bill, the GOP legislation                does not restrict HMO's and insurance companies' use of financial                incentives to improperly limit necessary care, nor does it guarantee                access to specialty treatments and clinical trial drugs, when needed.&nbsp;                Nor does the GOP bill guarantee the continuity of the doctor-patient                relationship under managed care.              

"The Republican bill lets the HMOs continue to get away with drive-through                mastectomies and denials to women who want to designate an obstetrician                as the primary care doctor," Olver 
               said. "It's nothing more than an election-year fig leaf."              

The Senate is expected to vote on the issue shortly. President                Clinton has indicated that the House GOP version is unacceptable                and that he would veto the bill.             
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